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Employees falling in the workplace is private industry’s third leading cause of fatal work
injuries. Statistics show that in 2003, falls in the workplace caused 696 occupational fatalities
and 257,100 nonfatal injuries. While 87% of fall fatalities are due to falling from a higher level to
a lower level, not all falls in the workplace are related to raised surfaces.  Obstructed walkways,
loose floor materials, and unsecured wires can also cause a significant workplace hazard.   

Various standards govern the prevention of fall hazards in the workplace. The Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requires offices to remedy hazards like broken or
missing hand rails, dislocated floor tiles, wet walkways, and wires crossing passageways. The
Code of Federal Regulations also requires that aisles and passageways be kept clear and in good
repair, floors in the workplace be kept dry, and railing be used on open or raised surfaces. 

Fast Facts About on Fall Hazards

Statistics  on Death Caused by Falling in 2003:*

# 696 employees died from falling in the workplace

# 604 employees (87% of the above total) died from falling to a lower level

Statistics  on Injuries Caused by falling in 2003:*

# 257,100 employees suffered injuries falling in the work environment.  Of these:

• 174,500 employees suffered injuries falling to the same level

• 82,600 employees suffered injuries falling to a lower level

Regulations Related to Falls:
# The Code of Federal Regulations requires that aisles and passageways be kept clear and in good repair,

with no obstructions across or in aisles that could create a hazard [CFR§1910.22].

# 29 CFR§1910.141(a)(3)(iii) requires that the floor of every workroom be maintained, so far as

practicable, in a dry condition: “Where wet processes are used, drainage shall be maintained and false

floors, platforms, mats or other dry standing places shall be provided, where practicable, or

appropriate waterproof footgear shall be provided.”

# 29 CFR§1910.23(a) requires floor openings for stairways, ladderways, and hatchways be guarded by

either standing railings on all open sides or by floor opening covers of standard strength and

construction accompanied by a removable railing with a toe board for infrequently used openings.

# 28 CFR§36 App. A requires that continuous handrails be provided on either side of any stairway or

ramp that has a slope greater than 1 in 12 (a ramp that rises one inch for every 12 inches of length.)

*Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Examples of Potential Workplace Fall Hazards

At right is a walkway in an office area that is littered with
thick wires that create an obvious tripping hazard. To ensure
the safety of employees, it is necessary to wire appliances so
that their power cords do not stretch across walkways and
create a tripping hazard.

To the left is a stair that does not have a handrail where required. 
The man walking down the stairs is reaching for a handrail that is
not there. He could easily tumble down the stairs and seriously
injure himself if he lost his balance.
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